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New plan for Paradlse Beach causeway evokes more controversy

a Mu 's new ‘pum
waied p\arﬂor e Paradise Beach and
Aston Bay causeway in Jeffreys Bay,
started this month, has been subject to
a fair amount of controversy an
criticism already.

The municipallty started pumping
water from the Seekoei estuary on
Monday (4 September) to clear the
causeway of water and increase the
safety of motorists. The causeway is
the ‘main access route to Paradise
Beach.

wever, criics on social media
believe the plan has no chance of

success.
Executive Mayor, Elza van Lingen,
said the municipality had an urgent
meeling last week with stakeholders,
including the Department of
Environmental Affairs, Department of
Water and Sanitation and the
Department of Roads and Public
Works, 1o identify short, medium and
long-term solutions o the problem.
The meeling was cafl afer beayy
and stormy seas increased the
waler Tevels of the Seekos! satuary 1o
uch an extent that the causewa
Became submarged. The aemative
gravel road becomes slippery when i
rains and consequently man
Paradise Beach residents are
marconed when the causeway is
submerged.

The mayor said breaching the
estuary rouin artiicially to lower the
water lowsle s come.crifis have
suggest option. “The law
S etallon ortbcamues romchn
the mouth artiicially could actually

Y floats and velocity breakers, to
> minimise the chop of the water and

limit the amount of spray that washes
overthe causeway surfacs

Two of the criics of the ‘pumping of
water’  solution, who spoke to St
Francis Chronicle are John Wiehahn
erd . resdoriuio hes{provider o
alias of King
Wiehahn

says warnings and

repealed prediciions of the imminent

flooding of the Seekoei causeway

repeatedly and predictively fallen on
ears

Increase the fisk of propertes long 17

the embankments flooding,”
explaine

“It was, therefore, agreed that the
best alternative would be to pump
water from the estuary. Our aim is to
drop the water level by 15¢m to 20cm.
We are also looking at ways, including

“As the law does not allow for the

artficial breaching of the mouith, it was Deve

decided that the excess waler would
be pumped out of the Estuary into the

sea, using two high volume water e

pumps. Much as we applaud the
efforts and sentiment, we believe that
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this option has no chance of success
whatsoever.
e dhec question: e Mayors i
advised assertion that houses could
be floodsd If the mouth fs tically
breached,"he
Wiehann tofered to The National
Envirahmentel Intedisted Constel
lanagement 2008
Eastern Cape ot Managemenl
program, amended by Act No. 36 of
2014: Integrated Coastal
Act

Photo: Ronel Meyer
over the next couple of days which will
addtothe problem. “Even f| have over
calculated by 500KI, I still think | have a

t

point.
The abvious answer that will have
ostis use gravity and cut a

Ghen
Vel in related matiers o the
causeway, the municipality earlier this
year entered into a Memorandum of
Understanding with Nelson Mandela
University for the drawing up of an

provides for Municipal Roles and

Requirements, as per the Integrated
elopment Plan 2017-2022, with

specl(c reference to 7.5.8 Disaster

magame, 2z per seclon 53 1) of
aster

lan to enable
Council to make an informed decision
about a permanent, long-term
solution. The research team wil hold
public me: rds the end of
September and the plan s expected to

2002, which Stpulates it s
Mumclpaluy

Prepare a Sieastor management
plan for its area according to the

Van Lingen said a serious point of

concern that had been raised by Prof
Tris Wooldridge, of the research team,
was that ltle to no fresh water ws

* Anticipate the types of disasters that
are likely to ocour and possible effects.

- Place emphasis on mesures et
recuces tha vuloarabifly of
prone areas, communities
households.

* Consider indigenous knowledge
releiing to disester manageman

Presenting his criliism of the plan,
King Canute writes: “This plan smacks
to be in the same league as my futile
attempt toturn the tide.

“The only pump that | know that is
capable of performing the function that

w proposed would be a dredger 2!

allvil purop, ey home make them
for the west coast diamond divers.

“Without capacily tables for the
flooded zone n Is lffcut o estimate

a7 because of the
many irr in the Seekoei

1 war Rivrs. Wa noed fo esiore
the natural balance of the estuary so
as to mitigate the flood risk to
properties and infrastructure in the
vicinily. In order to achieve this, fresh

water needs toflow into the system.”

‘The mayor says not all dams in the
Seekoei and Swart Rivers are legal.
The Department of Water and
Sanitation has undertaken to address
this as a matter of urgency so illegal
dams can be removed and the fresh

water flow restored.

‘There are also fresh-water ponds in
Paradise Beach that possibly used to
flow into the system and the
ality is looking at ways to link

volume. The
< e S00men Thot s ‘apparently the
distance that they want to drop the
mentuierlovel

"I can only estimate the average
widh and ongth o iy and work outthe
volume. For purposes of this exercise
let's take 700 metres for average width
and say 5 Km average length

“That comes to 1,050,000,000 litres.
To pump this amount out will be
fruitless expenditure on a grand scale.
On top of this one cannot ignore the

possibility ofrain inthe catchmentarea P

Meanwhile the Eastern Cape
Department of Roads and Public
Works, under whose jurisdiction the
alternative gravel road falls, had
undertaken to ensure that this road is
properly maintained. It il cost about
R&D -million to tar this section anc

Department does not have funding at
his stage. The mayor aimed o ensure
tarring of the road is on the Kouga
Municipality’s Integrated
Development Plan for future planning

urposes.”




