NEW

Disaster status and high water tariffs for Kouga

The new Kouga Council has declared that
Kouga is in a state of disaster owing to the.
prolonged droughtand its mpact on the area’s.
water sources.

And the municipalty has declared higher
‘omergancy water tarfs. But many St Francis
84,

the administration is finalising an emergency
action plan for implementation. This would
Include increasing consumer education and
the sinking o additional boreholes.

Higher water tarifis mean punitive
moasures. Punitive measures mean for

fact that the town has plenty of underground
water, which can be used but is not, they now
have to pay much more for water.

The declaration in terms of the Disaster
Management Act (57 of 2002) was made at a
meeting of the Councilin Jeffreys Bay on 31
May. Al this meeting the emergency waler
tarifs were also approved.

Accerdng t the Melro gam level have
been dropping betwsen 3% and 4% p

¢ and was used by the town's residents and

ofwater per month and paying R354, will have:
to pay RS78 for the same amot

once the punitive restrictions have been
‘approved. And if uga Council ups its
punitive tarifs, the same household wil pay
Rg47amonth,

But many St Francs Bay residents are
furious as the town s sitting on S0 much
underground waer that used to be available

oo morine. THe e he lovot plnt b
which waler cannotbe absiracted.

uga ‘state of disaster’ wil now be
promuigated n the provincial Gazette. This
will enable Kouga Municipalty to apply for
funding assistance incial an
national governments to mplement the
‘emergency measures.

Plus It wil assist with the identification of
resources, personnel and funds to
allocated for water conservation and demand
management niiatves. K

bo  dec:

by the prvious Kouga Counci to use water
from PE instead. St Francis Chronicle has

d water,
which mwgn ot really sutabls for drinking
could be used for baths at homes, swimming
rooks i gariane. Some angry Temaen
malnisin the municpalty s dong g lo
pump the water out nto reservoirs ke

it - s, {oiner osghon Hujota
time - 50 that they can swim n their pools in

170 which
declared a simiar disaster recentl.
Melro manages the dams on behalf of the
Departmentof Waterand Sanitation

We
The.tha hav fooded beors,th wair of which

canbe Incensedlady sal
v that she adaed whle pring o

Non emerg tarifs in
place In the Kouga municipal region since

lovely home, s that PE Metro and ofher
irst

 itwil have
disastrous and far-reaching negative
implicalions for the region as a whole,”
Kouga's mayor, Elza van Lingen said, adding

ony Kougaresidents areskoady ltinglo
oy W socily bl o hess
could add totheir woes, she added.
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