Expedition Africa enthralls Kougaf

By Bev Mortimer

Expediton Africa 2017 and is intrepid
explorers took St Francis and Kouga by
storm with most of the residents and
businesses enrapt, dot-watching online
o reading up exploits of the 39 teams
overseven days.

Coffee bars, social soirees, lunches and
dinners in the vilages and towns of
Kouge, petcaryin St Francis Bay and

pe St Francis, were abuzz with telk of

Pt M exciting and longest

adventure race everfo have been held in
ougal

Expedition Africa is part of the
Adventure Racing World Series, where
each international qualifier event in the
Series sets a unique course to test mixed
teams of fourforupto 10 days of non-stop
adventure racing

Itwas thanks to the Malherbe famil,the

Events, plus Kouga tourism
Cetod where hey coutd and ociated
the route and i the generous sponsors
that this incredible race took place o our
shores with suuch aplomb!

Skylotec, the Swedish team, was the
winner of Expedition Africa, having
crossed the finish line at Cape St Francis
Resort in the Eastern Cape in just more
than 80 hours.

transition, aka pit stop, efiiciently,
professionally and navigated eac
Control bt oxlliantly, Thay waro
ecstatic o have won!

Skylotec Adventure and Thunderbolt
AR teams were neck-and-neck on the
third day of this seven day race. But then
Thunderbolt AR had navigational
diffculies during the 123 km cycle
and dropped into 2nd place, leavin
Seyicteciatone In 1t postion on s 1ask

were Nevarest

Skylotec Adventure will now represent
Sweden at the Adventure Racing Word

Champs in Wyoming at the Cowboy 73Sty cough or i

Skylotec’s prize for
winning Expedition Africa 2017 is an
entry into the Adventure Racing World
Champs.
There were several overseas teams -
m as far away as Japan, Australia,
Argentinia - plus South African teams in
e race from 12-21 route

was kept secret unti the night before the '

welcome parade.

This highiy compeltive and excling £aut

adventure race of four
nderio an acienture of Sel-dscouery
that taxed their skills, strengths and
endurance levels. It was definitely not a
race for the faint-hearted or unfi.
esort owner, Fasie Malherbe, said,
“This race takes guts, skill and
determination!
ace teams, including some highly
experienced international, professional
and efte teams, navigated in gruelling,
unknown, rough and arduous territory
and not least in the Baviaans ‘buffalo
area’. Indeed on the second day of this
race, winning team Skytlotec_was
chargedbya bufo, nieofthe B Fie
rtunately some marshalls in a vehicle
interoepted the bafalo and the Swedes

The Swedes looking 1t on

. of the race, many teams, particularty the

) in Heidi

ADVENTURE: BUSINESS NEWS.

9
Vlllaggé>

were able to continue the race unharied.
This buffalo encounter was a highlight,
the Swedes said atthe finishline.

“Seeing the bullalo up close like that in
the Baviaans reserve was in
Malin Hjalmarsson enthused. “ wanted o
seethem.”

Apart from the Baviaans, athletes also
navigated the areas of Kouga, the Kiein

sitsikamme, with only a map
and compass.  Each athlete was
tracked, through Gen 3 Satelit trackers,
tosafeguards ail the competitors. But this
also Jed to the enjoyment of online
viewers who could find where each team
wasatany time

Race organisers, Stephan and Heidi
Muler of Kinetic Events, were pleased
this year's race included the Baviaans, a
UNESGO Wl harloge. e i the

Kougar
0 his race aflteams particpated in
padd/mg, cycling, hikng, abseiing and
Some rope work between checkpoints.
fhen the two winning teams came in
other teams were stil out there in the
bush or dunes, trekking, cyeling or
steepingoverthe nextfew days.

The team members were jovial, full of
bravado, enthusiasm and excitement
before the starton Cape St Francis beach

owever fade
relaxed manners changed into
determination and intense nervous

*| don't know of a secret plan” - Eskom Nuclear Chief

There are no secrets and corruption in- understand uraniur is not the big money
the nuclear deal is unlikely, Eskom’s spenderinthis deal

Chief Nudlear Officer, Dave Nicholls, told  He referred to the coal contracts and
delegates at the Nuclear Power Africa said it can be argued in the Eskom coal
conerenc at ATican Uty Weok Ias e power sitionste big money drivers
month of coal. He said with the nuclear
Nicholls also reaffirmed Eskom’s dsa\,thecos{o)uvamum\sIhe\esserccs!
position that nucear is not just the most. driver.

viable option on the table for Soutn “Uranium i traed like oil and the price

Owing to the extreme competitiveness

professionals, raced_almost non-sto
with barely any sleep. This led to extreme
tiradness and mistakes, resulting in some
point
getting lost, not obeying instructions,
taking the wrong bag with them, having
o dry clothes or worse, taking the wron
tum and wasting an hour or more of
precious lead time to rectify mistakes.

 butitisalso IS pretty much an international standard
affodable. Hes parlipated in a panel number. So if you ask me about that |
discussion on the country's nuclear Would not go for uranium to claim
positioning where he told a fully packed corruption in the nuclear deal,” he said
briefing room there has been no "My advice to the industry is that if you
procurement process on nuclear. believe corruption will come into the
“We are asked show us the nuclear nuclear deal it wil not be based on the
plans you've signed with the Russians uranium supply, it would be based on
andlsay I can'tdothat. | don'thave one. | something else. Butit s easier to control
don't know of a secret plan,” he said. He s a single big deal than in multiple small
insisted the process has been deals”

The two leading (eams each received an
ty

p: Reaffimming nuclear as the most viable

Afew team members' troubles involved
sore, biistered feet
and legs infested with thorns from cycling
through thorny terrain. But at the
transiton points teams relaxed and
ain, renewing their
Dol 1o St 1 ot Toay
enjoyed in spite of extremely diffcult and
rough terrain i pars.
Atites, particuary the ntematins!

organisation by Kinetic
hospitaliy of the hosts, Cape St Francis
Resort, and the friendliness of the
enthralled ocals, who cheered them on.
“Its suuch a relief to have our first teams
remarked at the finish fine,
adding twas especily gost o havethe
siant 1o in_smoothly with no major
5. "We are incredibly proud of our
e toam and. ro Tor kg i
event come to ife, featuring the most
amazingimagery andfootage,”she said.
Heid also thanked Cape St Francis
Resort, the volunteers and everyone who
elpeduith e ace apize giig.
ouga folk, it was
o winrl vatyons packed up st ot
and that such an exciting and enjoyable
event cametoan end!

. option, Nicholls dismissed other energy
In 2014 South Africa signed alternatives among which gas, hydro and
intergovernmental agreements with solar as insufficient. Other energy and
among others Russia and China as part economic experts also differed on
ofthe multibillion rand nuclear builtplans. nuclear being the best option for South
The Western Cape High Court recently Africa.
found these agreements lacked Nuclear expert at the University of the
transparency prompting the government Northwest, Anthonie Cilliers, another
tooptioramore ransparentprocess.  panelist challenged claims of nucear
Responding to questions an corruption  energy aptions as unaffordable. *A lot of
claims with the nuclear deal, Nichols said people say it is expensive. The truth is
corruption on the nuclear deal “could be nuclear does have a big capital
quite challenging in the sense that itis a_expenditure when you build it due to all
state to state deal. According to him  the safety aspects but once itis done, it
paysforitsef
small deals and when procurement is over about 80 years, it ‘really is an
compartmentalise estment in our children’s future”.
Wany e dlamed the nucear alwil “Trers s acirectInk betweon he quality
be a conduit for corruption. Accordingto. of ife and the availabily of energy.” he
Nicholls the deal will likely be Eskom  said
contracting with overseas state More than 7000 decision makers for
organisations with a government to more than 80 countires attended the
govemment loan system — something  three day conference attended the three
that will minimise opportunities for day conference where the latest
corruptions. velopments, challenges and
Nicholls told delegates there are also opportunities in the power and water
claims that the uranium market is the sectors came under the spotiight.
ideal place for corruption in the nuclear
deal. He said it was important to ., y




