CORRIDORS OF POWER

3 local guest houses scoop EC Lizela Awards

St Francs Chronicls September 20

St Francis guest houses fared well in the third Lizela
Tourism Awards for the Eastern Cape Cape St Francis
Resort walked off with two awards, while Dune Ridge
Country House and The Sands @ St Francis achieved
one award each. There were a number of local finalists,
including Oyster Bay Lodge for two categories and St
Francis Golf Lodge

Al these achievements assisted in putting St Francis
more onthe may

‘The Eastern Cape part of the awards were held at the
Boardwalk Hotel in Port Elizabeth on 10 September.
Hospiality owners from across the Easter Cape as well
as Tourism stakeholders and MECs gathered on this
prestigious evening to honour and celebrate excellence
in the Easter Cape Tourism field. The Eastern Cape
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Thyspunt unveiled

By Bev Mortimer

Lush, verdant fynbos, lovely flowering
trees, shrubs and plants, rolling hills and
the most delightful private beach greeted

facing hills where they veered round
precarious sharp bends on the high
hilltops. We all had to literally hold onto

us on our drive across
Thyspunt early this month.
Two journalists, including myself, were
rivileged to have a private tour of the
beautiful 3 800 hectare Thyspunt site

site for the construction of at least two or
ctors
announcement in this regard could be
made as early as April next year Dr Kelvin
Kemm says. He also maintains
construction could start late next year if
there are no hold-ups.
Our hosts were environmental and site
manager, Hennie de Beer, and Dr Kemm,

Kemm's assistant, Carol van Niekerk, the

Apartfrom being a skilful outback driver,

De Beer is a nature fundi. He knows the

names of the plants, the animals, the
birds, the reptiles, the insects and bugs.
He took great delight in showing us the

month.

schievedthemaatLilzela enties nasorally tis yea.

led the ceremony by asking guests to

sland up andsing the national anthem,
‘The National Awards will be held in Sandton later this

On the way to the actual site he pointed
out various landmarks and stopped at
important points. De Beer showed us a
cute weather station that monitors the
local weather patters plus some of the
more than 200 holes diled in order for
experts to obtain geological, seismic and
hydrological data, plus to do
archaeological and plant studies and
maps. Some of the holes are more than
801matrs deep aniho ke s npotant
forinformation needed used o
nderying geography and stapiy
oft

W sioos st 1o e the ks

that seated five people comfortably. We
were told to fasten our seat belts as we

‘shown some shell middens of interest to
archaeologists. The wetlands will be part

y

Beer has expertly learnt to navigate
these roads racing down siopes or along
the straights s as to be able to ascend
the incredibly steep, opposing banks.
And i soatoals wereapocsesky s e

the area where the
biodiversity - fauna and flora will be
maintained

Itwas early spring and at some of these
stops the colourful lora was stunning and
we managed to snap some photos. This

sandy e
o) wistod tomed and.punged
down steep ravines before mounting the

we were taken othe Thysbaaibeach.
Just before the beach is a protected

DR. LANCE RIGGIEN

CHIROPR

CTOR

NOW AVAILABLE
IN ST FRANCIS BAY

ERF 1 LYME ROAD SOUTH

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT
PLEASE PHONE 042 294 0224

www.riggienchiropractic.co.za
www.shockwavetherapy.co.za

"
b "

cove where the Khoisan and other early
people used to fish and which is known as
the ‘fish kraal’ but there was no time to
explore t. Then we trekked across a high
sanddune ogattothe oyl Toysbeel
b a natural inlet from the
sea Ihmugh rocks, on the one side, plus a
reef where the waves crash, like on many
islands. There is just a vast sea lake and
gentle waves lapping on the unspoilt
sandy shore about 8 kms long on the left
side of the inlet. | would have loved to
‘have spent more time to loiter and swim

he

De Beer told us that if nuclear reactors
are built on this site they would be about
250 -500 metres on the other side of the
massive sand dune running along the

Bolow: the lovely Thysbaai beach.

beach. He said the dunes round the plant
were around 65-80 metres high and
would easily hide the nuclear power plant
which would be about 54 metres high, so
the_plant will not be visible on the
horizons.

Itwas amostfascinating bundu-bashing
trip and while it was exciting 1o think we.
could be on the footprint of one of the
biggest developments in South Africa
that_could soon become forbidden,
fortified terrtory, it was also hard 1o
imagine a big industrial plant on this out

of the way and pristine spot and, after so
many delays, starting in 2016.

Below: The rugged terrain and winding
ads that will noed (o bo levelled and

made info proper roads if this Thyspunt

ischosen as the next nuclear site.
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