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StFrancs Chronicte, Soptember 2015

“If you can pay, you can stay-—

StFrancis is notfor the working class.
Itis an area for those who own homes
and for those who wish to holiday

ere.
And because of these real facts, there
s no affordable accommodation to be
had for any class besides the landed

entry.
ASaneiderly ady in her 805 whofved
in a beautiful home here for nearly 40
years, and who knew Leighton Hulett,
who founded St Francis Bay 60 years
ago, says: "St Francis Bay was never
meant for employees. It was for
wealthy, retired people and for those
who wanted to take vacations in this
idyllic spot. And the new parts of St
Francis Bay, such as Santareme and
the canals, were initially built for the
rich and famous.

Eary this century there were plenty
of business people who came here
hoping to run small businesses, to
relre here, have a peacefullfestye,
where their children coul
and have a betlr e han I the ciy
jungles. Many survi
exceptionally well and fose to the
upper class heights, others folded
and disappeared. Many of the
businesses in existence a decade

S

ived, some did wo
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aﬁo are no longer around. furniture.

\nd in the digital age, as St Francis Those tenants who can afford the
Bay has become more renown local rents say they are sometimes
globally, more people have wanted to paying to live in substandard homes.
five here, retire here or holiday here. Unless tenants rent through the few
This has placed huge demands on organised estate agencies who solve
accommodation. And where there is problems, those who deal with home:
a shortage, the prices rocket. Home owners direct, sometimes endure
owners have put their monthly pricesdificuliving conditons,.

for permanent rentals way out of the mplain, they have

And many tenants have resorted to

homes for them, have to puttheir pets.
down! The heartaches endured are
relentless.

Daily there are desperate requests
for accommodation to let on FB for
people who have jobs ined up or the

cis area,

reach of most owly clerks, shop to suffer in s\lence  knowing there s
assistants orartisans. re else for them to move to,
e e S mmodation for whll 3t he door s 3 long queue of
these people. Buiders have told tis. wannabee tenants wallngfor them to
newspaper over the years vacatel

That he price of uiling costs méans - But for the past 20 years there were
builders need to get a retum and atleasthomes avsﬂamsfors ‘middle
cannot aiford 10 offer cheap, class'. Butnot an

affordable accommodation for
working class. Plus the strict building the middle management of these new
rules in this St Francis area prohibit industries snap " all the affordable
high rise flats for
D o e o EmeY2S™. Tange In the area. e irena s
prces charged il bo beyond i last year June and with more and
reach of the re wind farms cropping up, the

e ise of the windfarms has seen An

but hera 1 absolutely o room at he
inn' for them unless they can afford
the R2000 and upwards a day holiday
lets.

Then there are stories abounding
such as building developers from
Gauteng wan! apply o do huge
ousing developments in St Frands.

period. “Oh nol” they are told. “You
Eannoi do that, Therd is rowhere for
employees tostay in St Fra
e current no sccommodsuon

Cunsequenuy he e for those

rking here is sometimes The real situation of affordable
niolerabie. There are-some horror accommodation s that there is
stories currently nothing under R10 000 a
The majority of employees either month and most business workers
stay in the townships or neighbouring don't even take that amount home in
towns_and they have to_commute any month, plus many shops don't
ore. Thare ara taxis and Il Qs even make that iumover nthe winler
catering for their transport needs. But months. So these highly priced
the long s and queuos of cars. homes fo rent stay unlet for longer,
leaving and arriving at me s'ar\ and then during season the owners are

end of workin Y s they persuaded to rent them out at a
nay as well b& n the ciies but being MINMUMofR2000a
b\elcwurknearerwihelr omes. As for afiordable accommodalwn,
There has the past decade places like small garden cottages are
beon about 2.3 dozen modest homes. [ke jowels and simos as pricey. . iny
available for rental on the market. bachelor flat-lets with enough room to
Those who have been able to pay for swing a cat that have basic furniture
these homes have often spent half of (so you cannot bring your own) and
their income at least to have a roof that forbid pets, are going for R3500
over their heads in the town. So without eleciricity — and these are
saving has been impossible. Most tell even out of the reach of the average
of moving every two years when the. employee who takes home R4000-
houses have been sold or when the R5000 a month in wages.

=8,
3

owners decide 1o retire in their own prices are escalating as home- from

homes. Every time one moves, there owners dream of rich pickings they
are breakages and huge losses of canmake outof the dearth!

fo gel worse, most agenis agree.
They are forecasting a huge hike in
the price of houses as aresult.

Just imagine ccommodation
shortage that could arise if Thyspunt
is chosen as the next site to build two
or three nuclear reactors! In
Lephalele/Medupi, which was once a
platieland one-horse dorpie called
Eliisras, where 60 years ago, there
used to be a grimy, seedy hotel, a
boeresaal, a ko-op, , a post office and
one or two tiny shops, plus a few
small, shopkeeper homes, rentals of
houses are in 2015 going for around
R20 000 per month!l And the town is
booming!

It has been predicted that if
Thyspunt doesn't happen, the St
Francis of the future could eventually
be a huge residential estate, owned
by the landed gentry, to which
hundreds of workers commute to and
each working day from
neighbouring towns.

Foodforthought... oraction?
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Emergency
Numbers

SAPS 042 200 1817/ 10111
re Security
042 294 0038
G4S 042 294 1303
Smhart Security
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L’anna! wall a month for the next edition to read Sl ancrs news?

At hours probiems

08611015 16

NSRI 042 294 0131
Doctors 042 294 0047;
042294 0719
Ambulance 10177;
Private Ambulance: 042 291 0749
Fire department:

042 291 0283

Flooding:

Willie Botha: 082 857 2253

PERONLLGLASS OF WINE - B

e Taverna 042 294 1309

FB or on Twitter
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Lunch 12-3pm | Dinner 6-10pm
higtimetavern

WINTER SPECIALS, ...
BURGER & CHIPS WITH SHALL

HALF PORTION IJF RIBS
WITH CHIPS ano
A SMALL PERONI DRAUGHT
LY R79

LUNCH & DINNER
MENU SPECIAL
STARTERS USRS
WEENTANE ALLA PARMIGANO CHEESE CAKE

P
""‘" SO onice CREAM

nmmmm
o CALAMARI

Caffé Bijoux 042 294 0006
Wednesday to Monday



